
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE FIRST ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

AMERICAN CATHOLIC HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

December 27-30, 1920 

The group of fifty members of the American Catholic 
Historical Association who registered for the sessions of the 
First Annual Meeting, came with an enthusiasm which assured 
all concerned a profitable and successful program. The 
geographical distribution of those present was wider than had 
been anticipated, and this alone gave spirit and vivacity to the 
Meeting. The year that passed since the organization of the 
Association at Cleveland, December 30, 1919, was a year of 
activity of no mean order on the part of the Founders. In the 
April, 1920, number of the Catholic Historical Review, Dr. 
Guilday's Address at the Cleveland gathering was printed. 
This paper gave an outline of the various aspects of the pros- 
pect and, as a keynote to the raison d'ttre of the Association, 
Dr. Guilday took for his text a paragraph from the address of 
Justin Winsor, given at the preliminary meeting of the American 
Historical Association, at Saratoga, September 9, 1884: 

We have come, gentlemen, to organize a new society, and fill a new field. 
Existing historical societies are local, by State and division of States, and give 
themselves only to the history of our own country. The only one not plainly 
by its title local, the American Antiquarian Society, is nevertheless very largely 
confined in its researches to New England subjects, though it sometimes 
stretches its ken to Central America and the Northwest. But our proposed 
name, though American by title, is not intended to confine our observation to 
this continent. We are to be simply American students devoting ourselves 
to historical subjects, without limitation in time or place. So no one can 
regard us as a rival of any other historical association in this country. We are 
drawn together because we believe there is a new spirit of research abroad 
— a spirit which emulates the laboratory work of the naturalists, using that 
word in its broadest sense. This spirit requires for its sustenance mutual 
recognition and suggestion among its devotees. We can deduce encourage- 
ment and experience stimulation by this sort of personal contact. Scholars 
and students can no longer afford to live isolated. They must come together 
to derive that zest which arises from personal acquaintance, to submit idiosyn- 
crasies to the contact of their fellows, and they will come from the convo- 
cation healthier and more circumspect. The future of this new work is in 
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the young men of the historical instinct — largely in the rising instructors of 
our colleges; and I am glad to see that they have not failed us in the present 
movement. . . . Those of us who are older are quickened by their 

presence. 

In June, 1921, a more detailed account of the purposes of 
the new national Catholic historical society appeared in the 
Catholic Mind, of New York City. Emphasis was laid in this 
paper upon the fact that before the founding of the American 
Catholic Historical Association, there was no organization in 
the United States which satisfied the Catholic historical ideal as 
defined by the Cleveland Meeting. Thirty odd years of splen- 
did activity on the part of the American Catholic Historical 
Society, of Philadelphia, and of the United States Catholic 
Historical Society, of New York City, had prepared the way 
for this new Association, whose definite object is to promote 
study and research in the field of general Church history. 

At the Founders Meeting, in Cleveland, the following 
officers were elected: 

President, Lawrence F. Flick, M.D., LL.D.; Vice-Presidents, Rev. Richard 
H. Tierney, S.J., and Rev. Victor O'Daniel, O.P., S.T.M.; Secretary, Carlton 
J. H. Hayes, Ph.D.; Treasurer, Rt. Rev. Monsignor T. C. O'Reilly, D.D., 
V.G.; Archivist, Rev. Peter Guilday, Ph. D. The Executive Council includes, 
with the above named officers, Rev. Gilbert P. Jennings, LL.D. (Cleveland), 
Rt. Rev. Monsignor Joseph F. Mooney, D.D., V.G., (New York), Rev. Dr. 
Souvay, CM. (St. Louis), Rev. William Busch, S.T.L. (St. Paul), and Rev. 
Zephyrin Engelhardt, O.F.M. (Santa Barbara, Calif.). 

The Constitution adopted at the Cleveland Meeting is as 
follows: 

1. The name of this organization shall be The American Catholic Historical 
Association. 

2. The object of this Association shall be to promote study and research in 
the field of Catholic history. 

3. Any person approved by the Executive Council may become a member 
of this Association. The annual membership fee shall be three dollars. On 
payment of fifty dollars, any person, with the approval of the Executive 
Council, may become a life member. 

4. The officers of this Association shall be: A President, two Vice-Presi- 
dents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and an Archivist. These officers shall be 
selected by ballot at the regular annual meeting of the Association, 

5. There shall be constituted an Executive Council of eleven members, 
namely, the six officers mentioned in Section 4 and five other members to be 
elected at the annual meeting. 

6. The Executive Council shall have supreme management of all affairs 
and interests of the Association. It shall make arrangements for the annual 
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meetings, and shall have power to regulate the publications of the Association. 
Five members of the Executive Council shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business. 

7. The Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds' vote at any regular 
meeting, provided that the proposed amendment either has been introduced 
at a previous meeting, or has received approval of the Executive Council. 

The headquarters of the Association have been fixed permanently at the 
Catholic University of America, Washington, D. C. 

The first President, Dr. Lawrence F. Flick, the Laetare 
medalist of 1920, published in October, 1920, a paper on the 
Association, in which he discussed with his accustomed clarity 
of thought the task that lay ahead of the new historical society. 
Thus, the spirit of a new promise was visible from the day of 
the founding of the Association; and that spirit, as Dr. Flick 
expressed it, was certain to draw together the diverging forces 
in existing agencies for the accomplishment of this most im- 
portant work which, up to now, has been left undone. Dr. 
Flick writes, in part, as follows: 

The Catholics of the United States ought to take front rank in historical 
endeavor. They have most reason for it. Prosperity gives them the means. 
Blessed with the true Faith, it is their duty to help remove the stumbling- 
blocks from the path to it of their less fortunate brethren by correcting the 
false history which has evolved from the religious cataclysm of the sixteenth 
century. In American History, theirs is the glorious page. The history of 
the Church offers the best patterns for the correction of the social evils of our 
day. Both Church and State need the mirror of history as a guide around 
difficulties in matters of human interest. 

The efforts which have been made in the United States in the field of 
history, since His Holiness Leo XIII wrote his encyclical letter, disappointing 
as they are in view of the importance of the matter, have at least prepared the 
soil. Many valuable data on Catholic American history have been collected 
and made available for scientific historical use; many individuals among the 
better educated Catholics have been kept in touch with the subject of history 
and made familiar with its importance; some of our Catholic educational 
institutions have come into the work and have developed historical students 
and writers; and some of our Catholic dioceses have put their archives in a 
better state of preservation and made them more available. Notre Dame 
University has made a most valuable collection of Catholic historical material; 
Georgetown has done the same; the Jesuits have put one of their ablest men 
to work on the history of the Church in the United States; Dr. Guilday himself 
and other young American Catholic Historians are in a sense the product of 
the historical movement which began with the Holy Father's encyclical letter. 

The American Catholic Historical Association is to supplement the local 
societies but not to supplant them. Its field is not only American Catholic 
History but history for American Catholics. It will take in the entire domain 
of historical endeavor in the light of Catholic Faith. Under the auspices of 



» AMEEICAN CATHOLIC HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 

the Catholic University of America it will endeavor to unite the Catholic 
historical students and writers of the entire country in its own broader field and 
thus stimulate greater activity in the study of local history in the local organi- 
zations. It will work in harmony with these and to some extent through them. 
It will be a bond of union for them and make them mutually useful one to 
another. 

In the nature of things, history is of interest only to the educated. His- 
torical associations consequently must depend upon graduates of higher educa- 
tional institutions for support and accomplishment of purpose. No doubt 
the limited success of the older organizations has been due to the small number 
of Catholic college graduates. In the past many Catholic parents who could 
afford to give their children higher education sent them to non-Catholic 
institutions for this purpose, and young men and women educated in this 
way would not be apt to be interested in Catholic history or in history from a 
Catholic viewpoint. Now there are in the United States a large number of 
Catholic institutions which give higher education and have a good clientele. 
Approximately, there are ten Catholic universities, two hundred and twenty 
odd Catholic colleges and academies for boys and six hundred and fifty odd 
Catholic colleges and academies for girls in the United States at the present 
time. 

Our higher educational institutions themselves should show the example 
to their alumni by participating in the great work which is to be done in the 
field of history. Every institution of this kind, as a corporation, should be- 
come a member of the American Catholic Historical Association. Some have 
already done so. Three hold founder's membership. They should interest 
themselves in the preservation of documents and monuments which have 
a bearing on the history of the Church. They should designate a member 
of the community as the historian and archivist of the community and 
make it part of the duty of this member to interest students in Catholic 
history. With all our higher educational institutions enlisted in the cause, the 
American Catholic Historical Association could confidently look forward to 
a successful career. 

The Press Service Bureau of the National Catholic Welfare 
Council had taken an especial interest in the success of this First 
Meeting, and by its efforts the program was spread through 
the country. It may not be unjustly claimed, therefore, that 
everyone interested in Catholic historical studies in the United 
States was made aware of the assembly in Washington. 

To prepare for the Washington Meeting a preliminary con- 
ference was held at Dr. Flick's home, in Philadelphia, on 
January 10-11, 1920, with Dr. Flick, Dr. Hayes, and Dr. Guilday 
present. Plans were made for the first meeting of the Executive 
Council, which took place on February 28, 1920, at the Hotel 
Belmont, New York City. Eight member of the Executive 
Council were present. Three Committees were appointed for 
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the December meeting: (1) Committee on Membership, with 
the Rev. Victor F. O'Daniel, O.P., S.T.M., as chairman; (2) 
Committee on Local Arrangements, with the Right Rev. Mon- 
signor Thomas, Rector of St. Patrick's Church, Washington, 
D. C, as chairman; and (3) Committee on Program, with the 
Rev. Dr. Guilday, as chairman. It was also decided to hold 
the First Annual Meeting of the Association in Washington, 
D. C, December 27-30, 1920, in conjunction with the American 
Historical Association, the American Political Science Associa- 
tion, the American Sociological Society, The Mississippi Valley 
Historical Association and the Agricultural History Society, all 
of which were to meet in the National Capital during that week. 
Before adjournment the Executive Council voted unanimously 
on the motion of Dr. Guilday, seconded by Dr. Hayes to confer 
the first Honorary Life-Membership upon Dr. J. Franklin 
Jameson, of the Carnegie Institution, Washington, D. C. 

Through the courtesy of the New Willard Hotel management, 
the Fairfax Room was set apart gratuitously for the sessions of 
the Association, and a Registration Bureau and a Bureau of 
Information were opened with a special committee of ladies in 
charge, the Misses Frances Brawner, Alice McShane and Elsie 
Eisler. 

The initial session of the Association consisted of the meeting 
of the Executive Council, which was held in St. Patrick's 
Rectory, on Monday, December 27, at three p. m. Summary 
reports from the three Committees were read and discussed, 
and the Secretary, Dr. Guilday, was requested to prepare the 
Executive Council report for the Annual Business Meeting 
which was scheduled for the afternoon of Wednesday, December 
29. Dr. Guilday reported that through the courtesy of Leo 
Rover, Esq., of Washington, D. C, the Association had been 
legally incorporated in the District of Columbia. A vote of 
thanks was extended to Mr. Rover. Correspondence between 
Mr. C. M. Burt, Chairman of the Trunk Line Association and 
Dr. Guilday was read, relative to a request for reduced fares on 
the railroads, and the Executive Council passed a resolution of 
protest against the decision of the Passenger Department. Dr. 
Guilday was instructed to act for the Association with the other 
organizations in this matter. The Executive Council then con- 
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stituted itself a nominating Committee for the officers of the 
coming year. A resolution of thanks to Monsignor Thomas 
for his hospitality was then passed, and the meeting adjourned. 

The first Public Session on Church History was held 
in the Fairfax Room, with Monsignor O'Reilly, as chairman. 
Owing to the unavoidable absence of Rev. Lucian Johnston, of 
Baltimore, who was to have read a paper on the Attitude of 
Science towards Religion (1874-1920), Parker Thomas Moon, 
M.A. of Columbia University, read the first paper, entitled: 
The Catholic Social Movement in France under the Third Republic. 
This was followed by a paper Benedict XV and the Historical 
Basis for Thomistic Study, by Rev. Henry Ignatius Smith, O.P., 
Ph.D., of the Catholic University of America. Mr. Michael 
Williams, of the National Catholic Welfare Council, who pre- 
pared a summary of the question : Opportunities in Historical 
Fiction, was absent in Panama, and his paper was read by Dr. 
Guilday. The closing paper of the session was an excellent 
description of the Catholic Church in Georgia, by the Chancellor 
of the Savannah Diocese, Rev. T. A. Foley. 

A luncheon conference with the American Historical Asso- 
ciation on the Opportunities of Historical Research in the City of 
Washington, was served in the Library of Congress at noon, 
and was followed by a tour of the Library under competent 
guides. 

The second Public Session on Church History opened 
on Wednesday morning, with Monsignor George A. Dougherty, 
D. D., Vice-Rector of the Catholic University of America, as 
Chairman. Rev. Dr. F. Joseph Magri, of Portsmouth, Va., 
the first speaker, dealt with the problem of national Catholic 
archival economy, in a paper entitled The Compilation and 
Preservation of Church Historical Data. Father Joseph M. 
Woods, S. J., of Woodstock College, aroused considerable 
interest with his paper on the Rise of the Papal States up to 
Charlemagne's Coronation. The Rev. Felix Fellner, 0. S. B., of 
St. Vincent's Archabbey, Beatty, Pa., participated in the dis- 
cussion which followed this paper. The Rev. Dr. Souvay, 
C. M., D. D., of Kenrick Seminary, St. Louis, who was sched- 
uled to give a paper on the St. Vincent de Paul Society as an 
Agency of Reconstruction, was unable to be present on account 
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of illness. Rev. Dr. Kerby, of the Catholic University of 
America, graciously took Dr. Souvay's place and spoke to the 
assembly on the problem: assimilation of Catholic thought 
and action into the national life. The Rt. Rev. Monsignor 
Pace, Ph. D., LL. D., of the Catholic University of America, 
also addressed the meeting. The next paper deserves a special 
word of praise — the Personality and Character of Gregory VII 
in Recent Historical Research, from the pen of Rev. Dr. Thomas 
Oestreich, 0. S. B., of Belmont Abbey College, Belmont, N. C. 
It was a far cry from the days of Hildebrand to our own, but 
Dr. Michael J. Slattery, the Executive Secretary of the Na- 
tional Catholic Welfare Council, found no difficulty in Unking 
the systematic and efficient labors of Gregory VII with the 
notable success of the National Catholic War Council, in his 
paper on that subject. 

The Annual Business Meeting of the Association took place 
on Wednesday at three p. m. The President, Dr. Flick, who 
presided, opened the meeting with an address on the results of 
the year's work; and then the Report of the Executive Council 
was read to the Assembly by Dr. Guilday. This Report gave 
a detailed account of the meetings of the Executive Council in 
New York and Washington, and contained summary reports 
from the various Committees: 

(a) Report of the Committee on Membership 

The Committee on Membership has the honor to report that on December 
27, 1920, the number of paid Life Members was 57, and the number of paid 
Annual Members was 88, making a total of 155 members of the Association. 
Plans are now being perfected to carry out the suggestion of Dr. Flick that a 
Life Membership campaign be begun among the Catholic educational institu- 
tions. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Victor F. O'Daniel, O.P., 

Chairman. 

(b) Report of the Committee on Local Arrangements 

On November 1 1 , 1920, a meeting of the Local Committee on Arrangements 
in connection with the first annual meeting of the American Catholic Historical 
Association was held at St. Patrick's Rectory. Rt. Rev. Msgr. C. F. Thomas, 
who had been asked to act as Chairman of the Committee, had invited the 
following gentlemen to act as members: Dr. J. Crosson, Dr. Joseph Dunn, 
Dr. Leo Stock, Dr. P. J. Lennox, of the Catholic University, Mr. E. P. Harring- 
ton, Mr. J. Fendall Cain, and Mr. Leo A. Rover. These gentlemen court- 



12 AMERICAN CATHOLIC HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 

eously responded to the invitation, and met at the above mentioned place and 
time. 

Monsignor Thomas presided and called the meeting to order. The Very- 
Reverend Peter Guilday, Ph.D., explained the purpose of the assembly and 
bespoke the co-operation of the gentlemen present. Statement was made that 
the Fairfax Room of the New Willard Hotel had been secured for the meetings 
of the Association and that preparations were being made for smokers and 
other entertainments at several clubs in the city. There was really not 
much the Committee was called upon to do, except to grace the first page of 
the program, and, perhaps, to add dignity and give approval to the plans 
outlined for the meetings of the Association. The meeting adjourned with 
sanguine expectations for the successful and satisfying results of the first 
annual assembly of the American Catholic Historical Association. 
Respectfully submitted, 

C. F. Thomas, 

Chairman. 

(c) Report of the Committee on Program 

Dr. Guilday, Chairman of the Committee on Program, gave a verbal 
report to the effect that his work was made very easy by the wholehearted co- 
operation of those to whom he wrote for papers for this first Annual Meeting 
of the Association. The Chairman desires likewise to place on record the co- 
operation in this matter he received from Dr. Carlton J. H. Hayes, the Chair- 
man of the Program Committee of the American Historical Association, 
and also from the former Secretary of the American Historical Association, Mr. 
Waldo Leland. 

(d) Report of the Treasurer 

RECEIPTS 

Memberships paid in full $2,400.00 

Memberships paid in part 50.00 

Annual Dues 296.00 

Interest on bank deposit of July 1, 1920 7.17 

Total received during this period $2,753.17 

EXPENSES 

Chestnut & Moore, Reporting Cleveland Meeting .... $25.50 

National Capital Press, Printing and Stationery 204.75 

Hotel Belmont, N. Y., Expenses of Committee Meet- 
ing, February, 1920 13.95 

Office Account — Stenographer 50.00 

Office Account— Postage 100.00 

Addressograph Co., Washington, D. C 8.52 

C. G. Stott & Co., Printing 7.20 

M. M. DeVault, Typing 3.68 

C. J. O'Brien & Co., N. Y., Printing Pamphlets 45.84 

Big Sign Co., Printing Cards 27.00 

Discount % Exchange Montreal check .46 

Total expended during this period 486.27 

Balance Cash on Hand $2,266.27 
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IN BANK 

Commercial account $706.10 

Savings account 1,560.17 

Total as above $2,266.27 

Respectfully submitted, 

THOMAS C. O'REILLY, 

Treasurer. 

Other problems were discussed at the Annual Business 
Meeting. It was voted not to incur the expense of publishing 
the Papers of the Public Sessions at this time, owing to the 
high cost of printing, and also to the fact that, as Dr. Guilday 
explained, a project was then being formulated to change the 
character of the Catholic Historical Review, of which he was 
the Editor. This quarterly, founded in 1915, at the Catholic 
University of America, had kept strictly during the past six 
years to the field of American Catholic history, and it was 
planned to widen its scope with the April 1921, issue to the 
general field of Church history. The writers of the papers 
read during the Meeting would then have a periodical in which 
their papers could appear. Each member of the program was 
left free, however, to place his paper wherever he wished. Dr. 
Guilday reported that at the Executive Council meeting on 
Monday, December 27, 1920, the Treasurer had been authorized 
to purchase $1500 of Liberty Bonds, Series 2, as the beginning 
of an endowment fund for the Association. A note of thanks 
was passed recognizing the help given the Committee on Pro- 
gram by the National Catholic Welfare Council News Service. 

It was then moved and seconded that the next Annual Meet- 
ing be held at St. Louis, Mo., Christmas Week, 1921. 

A Committee for the nomination of officers for the coming 
year was then appointed by Doctor Flick — consisting of Mon- 
signor O'Reilly, Father O'Daniel, and Doctor Guilday. The 
Committee presented the following list of officers for the coming 
year, 1921. 

President— James J. Walsh, M.D., Ph.D., K.S.G. 

First Vice-President — Rev. John J. Wynne, S.J., Editor of the Catholic Ency- 
clopedia. 

Second Vice-President — Rev. Dr. Ryan, CM., President of Kenrick Semi- 
nary, St. Louis, Mo. 
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Treasurer— Rt. Rev. Msgr. T. C. O'Reilly, D.D. 

Secretary — Rev. Peter Guilday, Ph.D. 

Archivist — Miss Frances Brawner. 

Executive Council — (The above officers, with the following) : 

Dr. Lawrence F. Flick, First President of the Association. 

Dr. Carlton J. H. Hayes, of Columbia University. 

Rev. Dr. Charles L. Souvay, CM., Kenrick Seminary, 111. 

Very Rev. Dr. F. L. Gassier, New Orleans, La. 

David J. Champion, Esq., Cleveland, Ohio. 

These officers were elected unanimously by the assembly, 
and Dr. James J. Walsh who was then presented to the Asso- 
ciation, gave a short address of acceptance. A vote of thanks 
was then extended to the Manager of the New Willard Hotel, 
for his courtesy. The secretary then reported that the ex- 
penses of the First Annual Meeting would amount to about 
$200 and that Monsignor Thomas, Rector of St. Patrick's 
Church, had very generously given to the Association his per- 
sonal cheque to meet these expenses. Dr. Flick voiced the 
gratitude of the Association, and accordingly a vote of thanks 
to Monsignor Thomas was entered upon the minutes of the 
Meeting. 

Many of the members of the Association participated in the 
Subscription Dinner given by the American Historical Associa- 
tion, on Wednesday evening, in the Large Ball Room of the 
New Willard. Among the speakers was Dr. James J. Walsh, 
President-elect of the American CathoUc Historical Association, 
and the Dinner was begun by piayer offered by Rev. Dr. Guil- 
day. 

The third Public Session on Church History was held 
on Thursday morning, December 30, at 10 a. m., with Mon- 
signor Thomas, as Chairman. After a word of welcome to the 
large number present, Monsignor Thomas called attention to 
the success which had attended the Meeting thus far. "With- 
out taking undue credit to ourselves", Monsignor Thomas said, 
"we, as the youngest daughter of the American Historical 
Association, cannot help feeling proud that our Secretary was 
asked to give the blessing at the Dinner yesterday evening; and 
I need hardly repeat to you what is the general talk today that 
Dr. Walsh's speech was popularly voted the best of the evening." 
Monsignor Thomas then called upon Dr. Walsh for his paper 
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The Sisters and the Care of the Ailing Poor in the United States. 
Dr. Walsh discarded his written paper and talked to the assem- 
bly in his fine scholarly and fascinating way. Father Betten, 
S. J., of St. Ignatius College, Cleveland, followed with a paper 
entitled Increase and Diffusion of Historical Knowledge. Dr. 
Conde B. Pallen, a member of the original Board of Editors of 
the Catholic Encyclopedia, read a humorous but very significant 
paper on Idealism in History. Owing to her unavoidable ab- 
sence, in place of the paper scheduled to be given by Sister Mary 
Agnes McCann, Ph.D., on the Religious Orders of Women in the 
United States, Dr. Guilday gave a paper on the Sacred Congrega- 
tion of Propaganda Fide whose tercentenary will occur in 1922. 
The final contribution to the success of the Meeting was a 
spirited address by Dr. Herbert Bolton, of the University of 
California on the Value of Mexican Archives for the Study of 
Missionary History. 

Several of the members of the Association took part in the 
discussion at the Luncheon Conference on Latin America, at 
the Ebbitt Hotel. 

The closing act of this First Annual Meeting was the Gen- 
eral Session held on Thursday at 3 p. m., with Dr. Guilday 
as Chairman. Dr. Flick the retiring President read the first 
presidential address of the new organization, entitled History as 
a Science. This paper, which has since been privately printed, 
is a valuable contribution to the problem of the Philosophy of 
history. 

Dr. Flick said, in part : 

History in the concrete, to be scientific, too, must be more than a mere 
narrative of events. It must be an analysis, an understanding and an appre- 
ciation of them, with human interest, for the ethical benefit of the living age. 
There must be a motive for every rational act, and no motive is worthy of man 
which is not for the good of humanity. History therefore must be truthful, 
ethical, and useful. Without these qualities, to say the least, it is not worth 
while. It may serve the sordid purpose of the individual; it may gratify the 
vanity of partisans, and for the moment it may mislead the living age, but 
ultimately it will be valued at its worth. Cardinal Newman has well said: 
'History is a record of facts; and facts according to the proverb are stub- 
born things. Ingenious men may misrepresent them for awhile, but in the 
end they will be duly ascertained and appreciated'. 

After describing the efforts made by the leaders of the Catho- 
lic Church to enable scholars to profit by the great collections 
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of documents in the possession of the Church, Dr. Flick then 
proceeded to explain the place and the purpose of such societies 
as the American Catholic Historical Association in the field of 
historical study and research. The striking passage is the 
following : 

The American Catholic Historical Association has come into existence at a 
time when the world is ripe for it and merely needs to do each task which falls 
within its easily discernible, well defined field of labor, promptly as it comes 
along, to accomplish all that its most ardent friends can expect of it. Under 
the friendly patronage of the Catholic University of America, which it has 
without stint, it can get the hearty support of Catholic men and women and of 
Catholic educational institutions from all parts of the United States, for the 
asking, if it will but place a well constructed scientific program before them. 
The program must be worthy of the cause, however, and of the people 
before whom it is placed. It must take in, not only history in the making 
for America, but history in the remaking for the world, for all that time in 
which history has been a conspiracy against the truth. For four hundred years 
history has been built upon bias, prejudice, greed, and false philosophy. To 
show up falsehood in what has been written, and give the world the truth in 
its place, ought to be, and surely would be an appealing task for our Catholic 
American people. To lead in this work and find the ways and means of doing 
it clearly is one of the functions of this organization. What the Catholic 
Church has done for our country and what Catholics as individuals and as a 
body have contributed to the development of our free institutions and the: 
formation of the character of our people has never been woven into our history 
or our literature. To have this done likewise is one of the functions of this 
organization. Historic truth should be written into our school books, not only 
the school books of Catholic children but the school books of all children. 
Falsehood here is a deadly poison to our free institutions. Surely it is the 
function of this Society to prevent insidious implantation of error in the minds 
of the young and to suppty historic truth for their intellectual food. 

After thanking all those who had participated in the success 
of this First Annual Meeting, Dr. Guilday brought the Sessions 
to a close with the following address: 

"Mr. President, Fellow-Members of the American Catholic His- 
torical Association, Ladies and Gentlemen: One of the singular 
facts which seem to haunt the earliest period of many organiza- 
tions similar in design to our own is the baffling way the shad- 
ows gather around their beginnings. When a decade or more 
are gone by, or when, as is the case with the American Historical 
Association, nearly forty years are gathered to the past, the 
lineaments of the events of those earliest days, once so sharp 
and distinct to the eyes of those who were participants therein. 
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become somewhat confused, with only a few highlights remain- 
ing to us of this later day, for recognition. Witnesses we have 
been during this week to the vigor, splendid in its activeness, 
stimulating in its variety of effort, of that society of which, as 
Americans, we are justly proud, the American Historical Asso- 
ciation. And yet, seek out its earliest chronicles, scan its ear- 
liest published records of those annual meetings which began at 
Saratoga, in 1884, and how difficult it is to sketch intimate 
pictures of the scholars who assisted in the founding of that 
Association, of the students whose vision made that Associa- 
tion a reality, whose zeal and sacrifice of time and labor gave to 
it its power, its purpose, its constant and consistent orientation 
towards a sublime love of historical truth. Shadows in the past 
many of the founders of 1884 have become, and with the years 
fleeting like clouds before the sun their image seems to grow 
fainter, their deeds less clear, their names less familiar. It is, 
in a way, the fate of the majority who worship at History's 
shrine. 

"We who are participants in this First Annual Meeting of 
the American Catholic Historical Association are living through 
that same experience. The months and the years are going 
by all too quickly, and these days of pleasure, intellectual and 
spiritual, these hours of intimate companionship around the 
cradle of the child we saw born into our world a year ago this 
Christmas-tide, will grow cold in memory, and admit it we 
must, somewhat lifeless in color and in tone. But to-day is 
still with us, and to-day we rejoice in the possession of these 
intimate touches of the higher life, touches which we can only, 
as in all the finer things of the soul, feebly impart to those we 
shall meet when we are gathered again at our homes. I must 
leave unsaid all that it means to us, Catholic students of history, 
to have seen and heard the great leaders in our science during 
these days, but I know that every member of our Association 
is carrying home with him the quickened realization that these 
men and women, though not of our faith in many cases, are 
pursuing the ideal of truth with all the reverence of those con- 
secrated to it from their first waking moments into sacramental 
life. Rather do I venture to emphasize some of our own inti- 
mate relationships — relationships which have already given us 
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hope and courage for the future and which have undoubtedly- 
arisen from our experiences these past three days. 

"We shall all remember that Columbia University has in 
Carlton Hayes and Parker Thomas Moon, both converts to the 
true Faith, young and enthusiastic teachers, who need only 
keep alive their Catholic simplicity of character to dispel the 
misgivings of that twilight zone between us and those not of our 
faith. We caught in the sturdy English of the scholarly young 
Dominican, Henry Ignatius Smith, a glimpse into a land many 
of us had almost forgotten, the land of Thomas Aquinas and 
his fellow Dominicans. We listened also to one who up from 
Georgia came, out of a busy Chancellor's office, Father Foley, 
to give us a romantic Catholic page from early colonial times. 
Richmond, too, the pride of the South, the last stronghold 
to-day of all the sweet culture of the pre-Civil War epoch, 
brought us through Dr. Magri a new method for confederating 
our knowledge of American Church history in the future. Only 
those who have forced their way through volumes such as 
Haller's Zur Entstehung der Kirchenstaates, were able to appre- 
ciate fully the masterly skill of Father Woods, in his paper on 
the Temporal Sovereignty of the Papacy. Belmont College 
Abbey can no longer be a vague spot in the alleged wilds of 
North Carolina, to those who listened to Father Oestreich's 
scholarly paper on Hildebrand, and every Catholic heart must 
have beaten with pride at the summary of work done and done 
so nobly and magnificently by the National Catholic War 
Council during the reading of Michael Slattery's delightfully 
modest paper. This morning we listened to a world-embracing 
program of work for the Association, as outlined by Father 
Betten, and all who heard him have the right now to share in a 
satisfaction his many friends already possess, that of knowing 
of his unadvertised but brilliant success in revising some of the 
most popular manuals of general history in use in the United 
States. Of those two giants in Catholic defence, Dr. James J. 
Walsh and Conde Benoist Pallen, nothing need be said to this 
assembly, and it is a pleasure to us to have heard Bolton of 
California than whom there is no one outside the Church to 
whom our Faith owes more, for he has been a stalwart worker 
in the field that Father Engelhardt has chosen of making known 
the Catholic history of the old Southwest. 
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"Our welcome to our new President for the Year of Our Lord, 
1921, Dr. James J. Walsh, is unaccompanied by any sigh of 
farewell to Dr. Flick, though Shakespeare has said that 
farewell does go out sighing, for we have not lost him to our 
counsels and to our deliberations. He came to us a year ago 
to direct us in his own delicately charming way, and he came 
to us with thirty-five years of accomplishment in the field 
wherein most of those who are now associated with him are still 
like myself, aspirants, neophytes, catechumens. His spirit will 
live on in our Association as the years go by; and as the circle 
of our influence increases until it has included every lover of 
Catholic history living in our beloved land, his name will be 
held in reverence and in benediction as one of America's finest 
types of citizen, scholar and apostle of the sweetness and light 
of our holy Faith. 

"These are some of our intimate and uplifting memories of 
the past three days, but to mention them alone and leave 
unsaid the loveliest remembrance of all would be to leave un- 
touched the one last note which makes the harmony full and 
complete. Shall I not then speak of what is nearest to the spirit 
which animates us at this last session of our First Annual Meet- 
ing of placing here on our records our feeling of pride and of 
gratitude in having had as our First President, Lawrence 
Francis Flick, the eminent physician, the lover of all that is 
best in Catholic historical lore, the recipient of honors here and 
abroad, the Notre Dame Laetare Medalist of 1920, but above 
and beyond these, to those of us who rejoice in his friendship, 
the kindly affectionate father, the staunch friend, and the de- 
voted Catholic layman? To our new President, Dr. James J. 
Walsh, we wish in all heartiness a year of happiness as our 
leader, and a year of success in all his undertakings, for the 
progress of the Association. 

"To God, the Giver of all light, we offer up our prayer of 
gratitude for whatever of good there has been in our meetings 
and deliberations, and we close our sessions by begging His 
blessing upon the purpose of the Association, upon all its mem- 
bers, and upon their own labors in the field of Catholic history". 
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